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e women who
move ¢» shake India

After 60 years of freedom, women from diverse fields, professions and
regions are making bold and meaningful statements. A TSI tribute

role in CASI (Campaign Aganst

W OMEN $PEC (U Shrimp Industyies) was commenda-
ble. She also campaigned for “lony-
Blair in Britain. She supported Blair

since he spoke of helping the devel-
TAMIL NADU oping countries. She eventually initi-
ated the launch of Tamil Nadu Wom-

en's Collective, which today coordi-
nates with many NGOs. The organi-
sation works among women in 1,449

Shee 1 u villages and 646 panchayats in the

state. T'he organisation works for em-

o SR AL IS powerment of rural and marginalised
women and dalits. Her group also
] - deals with environmental and conten-
heelu, headmg ‘TamilNadu tious issues like nuke-deals and SEZ.
Women's Collective is a born- \/ The organisation is also engaged in

tsunami relief work
in various districts.
She also partici-
pated in the prepa-
ration for ~World
Social Forum' 2004,
at Mumbai and is
leading Tamil Nadu
Social Forum.
Maintaining a low
profile, Sheelu al-
ways appears quite
and composed. be-
hind that soft ap-
pearance lie a steely

fighter. She was born in Kerala
and brought up in Madurai, Tamil
Nadu. With a Masters degree in So-
cial Work and a die-hard commit-
ment, she ventured into the slums of
Pulianthope in North Chennai in
eighties. That was then the breeding
ground for antisocial elements.
Though Sheelu had a law degree, she
did not take up the profession. With
help from Christian Aid, a London
bds-(i 8 fundmg-agency' s??e focupeee resolve to work for the welfare and
SHARRES ,rela[mg » em.'lmnmem’ extend a helpful hand to those who
globalisation and the plight of the arein nesd:Sheisa force 16 rackon
dalits and fishing community. Her with.




